Designations is to promote clear and unambiguous identification of all astronomical objects outside the solar system. Several documents exist on the World Wide Web to assist astronomers in designating their sources. Developments undertaken by the Task Group in the last three years include: establishing a "Registry for New Acronyms" and organizing (with Commission 26 Double and Multiple Stars) an all-day multi-commission meeting on Designations of Stellar Companions at the IAU General Assembly held in August 2000 in Manchester, UK.
I. INTRODUCTION
[http://ulda.inasan.rssi.ru/IAU/SUBDIVISION/TGJD/] During the 16th General Assembly of the International Astronomical Union held in 1976 in Grenoble (IAU Transactions 16B, 1976) , a subgroup of Commission 5 was appointed to consider the problem of astronomical designations. They filed a report with Commission 5 at the 18th GA of the IAU held in 1982 in Patras (IAU Reports 18A, 1982) . At that time the subgroup was upgraded to a full Task Group and the TG Designations in its present form was established.
The mission of the Task Group is to clarify existing astronomical designations and promote clear and unambiguous identification of all astronomical objects outside the solar system. Towards this end, two IAU resolutions were passed, one in 1985 and the second in 1997 as summarized below:
Resolution C3 (from Commission 5) "on Astronomical Designations", which includes the Memorandum on Designations (= first published version of the TG's IAU Recommendations for Nomenclature), is published in IAU Bulletin No. 55 (February 1986), p. 19-21 and in Transactions of the IAU, Vol. 19B, 1985 (Proceedings of the 19th General Assembly, New Delhi, 1985 , Reidel 1986 Nomenclature at http://cdsweb.u-strasb.fr/iau-spec.html and/or consult a member of the "Clearing House" which is listed at the end of this document; • Consider "registering" your acronym for large surveys at http://cdsweb.u-strasbg.fr/cgi-bin/DicForm.
DICTIONARY OF ACRONYMS
[http://cdsweb.u-strasbg.fr/cgi-bin/Dic] This handy reference on the web allows you to find out the meaning of specific acronyms and related references. With the default settings, you just type in the acronym and click on the submit button.
For example, a query on CXO gives the following information: In source: Auth.:
Origin:
(Not yet in Simbad) <CXOONC JHHMMSS.s+DDMMSS» N=about 1000 (X) (SIMBAD class: X = X-ray source) In preparation. X-ray emitting young stars in the Orion Nebula region found with the Chandra X-ray Observatory. Ori Nebula FEIGELSON E. Pennsylvania State University, edf@astro.psu.edu Of the acronym: ρ = pre-registered to IAU Comm. 5
The above is an example of an acronym for a large, on-going survey which was "pre-registered" before publication. See the next section on how to register a new acronym.
REGISTERING A NEW ACRONYM
[http: //cdsweb.u-strasbg.fr/cgi-bin/DicForm] A simple, on-line registration form may be found at the above website. After it is submitted, the "Clearing House" members, a subset of the TG Designations, screens the submission for errors or ambiguities, and consults with the authors on any proposed changes that may be needed.
Registry of an acronym is especially advantageous for large, ongoing surveys where images and source lists may be produced in stages and/or may be published in electronic form before the final printed catalogue. Registering the acronym ensures the availability of a suitable, unique acronym for the survey and that the proposed designation conforms to the IAU recommendations. This would go a long way toward catching and eliminating some potentially confusing and inadvertently non-conforming designations BEFORE they appear in print or in the data archives.
HELPFUL HINTS
[http://cdsweb.u-strasbg.fr/iau-spec.html# 3.6] The newly revised IAU Recommendations for Nomenclature have a new section with helpful hints on acronyms, formats and current practices concerning subcomponents.
For example, acronyms can be based on:
(1) Catalog Name -such as NGC, FIRST, CFRS; (2) Authors' Names -Caswell, RGH, TeJu; http://ad.usno. navy, mil / ad / wds / i aumcm .html
